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CHIPPING BARNET RESIDENTS FORUM
Chipping Barnet Library 3 Stapylton Rd, Barnet EN5 4QT

6th June 2019 – 7.00 PM

Chairman:  Councillor Lisa Rutter 
Vice Chairman: Councillor Felix Byers

 
ISSUES TO BE CONSIDERED AT THE FORUM MEETING

Items must be submitted to Governance Service (ChippingBarnet.ResidentsForum@Barnet.gov.uk) by 10.00am on the fifth working day 
before the meeting (for example, if a meeting is due to take place on a Wednesday evening, questions must be received by 10am on 

Wednesday of the week before)

Issue Raised Response

1. Title: Zebra crossing Friern Barnet Road

Resident: Dr Drew Gray 

Ward: Oakleigh 

Issue: 
Myself and several local residents are very concerned about the zebra crossing 
which is currently situated close to Beaconsfield Road and Regal Drive on the 
A1003 (Friern Barnet Road). It is a busy crossing leading as it does to and from 
New Southgate railway station and cars frequently drive over the crossing at 
speed even pedestrians are in occupation of it. I have nearly been knocked over 
on several occasions and my wife effetely save the life of one young boy who 
would have been hit had she pulled him back. The owner of the off license 
reports seeing near misses on an almost daily basis. 

We propose that the crossing is not moved but changed and improved. By 

 Highways 

A previous review of the locationof the crossing 
determined that relocating it would remove it from the 
pedestrian desire line, and it was therefore appropriate to 
leave it at this location.

A further review has identified that:

There have been five Personal Injury Collisions (one 
resulting in serious injury and 4 resulting in slight injury) at 
or near the crossing in the most recent three years 
accident data available (to the end of November 2018). Of 
these four involved pedestrians. This is higher than typical 
for a zebra crossing in Barnet or London as a whole.
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Issue Raised Response

placing a traffic island in the middle it would slow approaching traffic down and 
force them to take much more advance care when negotiating it. The very old 
and almost ineffectual beacons could be replaced with modern 'halo' style 
beacons (as are in site at the nearby roundabout on the way to Arnos Grove 
underground.   

I fear that someone is going to die on that crossing soon, or at the very least be 
badly hurt by cars that simply do not realise that there is a crossing there. This is 
especially the case at night or in poor light but is a problem 24 hours a day. If 
this occurs and you had knowledge of the problems and failed to act then those 
deaths or injuries will be your responsibility and you will be held accountable by 
myself and the council tax payers of this area.

Pedestrian collisions have all involved vehicles proceeding 
on Friern Barnet Road (not turning) from both directions. 

Installation of a central island does not appear to be 
feasible as it is likely to conflict with traffic movements to 
and from the adjacent side roads.

Subject to a skid-resistance test on the current surface, 
installation of anti-skid surfacing on the approaches to the 
crossing could be beneficial (approx. cost £10k depending 
on extent).

The light in a zebra crossing beacon is frequently not 
visible in daylight, when the beacon post and road 
markings are more clearly visible, but can be seen clearly 
at night. LED halo's on zebra crossing beacons are being 
used at one pilot site in Barnet but are not currently being 
rolled out more widely. There are some concerns 
regarding potentially drawing the drivers eye away from 
the crossing, as well as concerns relating to maintenance 
and reliability. However, in view of the collision history, this 
crossing might be appropriate location to consider for 
introduction of an LED halo, subject to the outcome of the 
pilot.

Provision or review of advance warning signs (approx. 
£1k) might also be considered further. Currently there is a 
“school” style sign on one approach and no advance sign 
on the other. In this busy area there is a risk that signs 
may overload drivers with information and they also risk 
being obscured by parked vehicles or obscuring other 
features, but nevertheless provision or adjustment of these 
may be beneficial.



Issue Raised Response

If the Forum consider that this location requires immediate 
attention, then there is the option of the issue being 
referred to the Chipping Barnet Area Committee, where 
funding to progress items could be granted.

Highways Service 

2. Title: To direct barnet Highways to provide a firm plan and timescales for safety 
improvements at these locations. 

Resident : Mr Jon Crosby (Barnet Cycling Campaign) 

Ward: All

Issue: 
In view of the real and perceived dangers to cyclists on Barnet’s road network, 
when will the Council implement safety improvements for cyclists at major 
junctions and pinch points in Chipping Barnet, contributing to current Borough 
transport objectives of encouraging active travel, achieving zero killed or 
seriously injured and providing a strategic cycle network 

Barnet Cycling Campaign have reported a limited list of 9 safety concerns to 
Barnet Highways, summarised below: 

1. A1000 – Wood Street left turn lane
Left-turn lane is a hazard for cyclists going straight on to Barnet High Street.
Response: Affects traffic signals – significant modelling required. Toucan 
crossing requires significant work. Possible inclusion in a cycle network or future 
programmes. 

2. A1000 – Underhill left turn lane
Left-turn lane hazard for cyclists going straight on to Barnet Hill.

Mr Crosby identifies a number of issues that he has raised 
in correspondence, and has summarised the responses 
provided.  We explained that we had plans to develop a 
strategic walking and cycling network and a programme of 
improvements, and for several of the proposals he made 
we undertook to ensure the issues and suggestions Mr 
Crosby makes are considered within that assessment. If 
residents present at the forum have observations about 
any of the suggestions we would be pleased to consider 
these also.

The work to develop the network and programme of 
improvements is included in the work programme for this 
financial year, but it is too early to say whether the specific 
proposals Mr Crosby makes will be part of the final 
programme of improvements and if so when these might 
be pursued.

A number of Mr Crosby’s suggestions have also been 
identified for assessment against the many other traffic 
management requests we receive, for possible inclusion in 
a future programmes of general traffic management works, 
depending on available resources and prioritisation of 
proposals. However at present there is very limited scope 
to introduce new schemes 



Issue Raised Response

Response: A junction improvement scheme is coming with development work in 
the area. The inside lane at both Fairfield Way and Underhill will permit both 
ahead and left turn movements, which should address the concern you raise.

3. A1000 – Lyonsdown Road
Left-turn lane hazard for cyclists going straight on southbound.  
Response: Possible inclusion in a cycle network or future programmes.

4. A1000 – Whetstone
Left-turn lane hazard for cyclists going straight on the A1000 north and south.  
Response: Removing left-turn filters would reduce east-west traffic flow and 
cycle early start signals may not be feasible at all. Advanced Stop Lines for 
cyclists could be assessed for possible inclusion in a cycle network or future 
programmes.

5. Osidge Lane crossing for Waterfall Walk
No cyclists’ crossing of busy Osidge Lane on signed cycle route.
Response: Local realignment of the cycle route or other adjustments to allow a 
cycle crossing in parallel with the zebra crossing might be feasible. Possible 
inclusion in a cycle network or future programmes.

6. Potters Road
Close passing black spot with speeding cars overtaking parked cars approaching 
zebra crossing. A 20 mph speed limit would help. 
Response: Possible inclusion in a cycle network or future programmes.

7. Longmore Avenue Rail Bridge
Close passing black spot under narrow, dimly lit bridge.  Provide cycle route on 
pavement on both sides. See Re Report.
Response: Possible inclusion in a cycle network or future programmes.

8. Russell Lane
Protected space for cycling required.  See Re report on providing cycle lanes on 

Highways Service
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all 3 sections of Russell Lane. 
Response: Parking may need to be moved to the verge and use of verge for a 
cycle lane is limited by roots of mature trees. Possible inclusion in a cycle 
network or future programmes.

9. St Margarets Avenue, Whetstone
Notorious rat-run for beating the traffic lights.  Fast traffic on bendy road is a 
hazard for pedestrians and cyclists.  Possible closure of rat run, close to 
Totteridge Lane effected with bollards and emergency access gate.
Response: Reported to the Chipping Barnet Area Committee in 2015. Concerns 
over extra traffic having to use the traffic signals. Possible inclusion in a cycle 
network or future programmes.

3. Title: Petition – Keep our Children Safe, Alston Road Barnet EN5 – Traffic 
Calming

Lead Petitioner: Clare Knowles 

Ward: High Barnet 

Signatures: 95

Details:
We the undersigned petition the council to Propose a robust traffic calming 
solution for Alston Road. 20mph speed limit.

An 11 year old boy was struck by a car today (5th December) on Alston Road 
just outside the Sebright Arms. Fortunately he is okay. This has highlighted an 
ongoing traffic problem on Alston Road. A road that is used daily by pupils from 
two nearby junior schools, Foulds and Christchurch.

 The road is a rat run from St Albans Road to Woodstreet. Cars regularly speed 

(At the January meeting, it was agreed that the petition 
could be re-submitted if further signatures were accrued. 
Given that more than 60 signatures have been added to 
this petition and the lead petitioner was unable to attend 
the January meeting, it will be reported to this March 
meeting – the petitioner will be notified). 

The Lead Petitioner will be given three minutes to present 
the petition to the Forum. Following the presentation the 
Residents Forum Chairman will decide to:

- Take no action;
- Refer the matter to a chief officer to respond to 

within 20 working days; or
- Refer the matter to the relevant Area Committee (if 

funding is required) 
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through this narrow road, especially during rush hour. Often speeding up to 
squeeze passed parked cars. This also leads to a secondary problem of cars 
getting stuck in a head to head funnel. Drivers regularly have to back up or get 
out of cars - an equally dangerous situation for pedestrians.

It is only a matter of time before there is a serious or fatal accident. We emplore 
the council to take action immediately.

Online e-petition link can be found here

Contact:  Governance Service, Assurance Group, London Borough of Barnet, NLBP, Building 2, Oakleigh Road South, London N11 1NP. Tel: 020 
8359 4144, Email:  chippingbarnet.residentsforum@barnet.gov.uk       

Future meeting dates: N.B Issues and Petitions must be received by the Governance Service by 10am on the fifth working day prior to the 
meeting for the item to be discussed at the Forum.

Date of meeting Location Deadline Date for Issues 

6 June 2019, 7pm Chipping Barnet Library 3 Stapylton Rd, Barnet EN5 4QT 10AM, Thursday 30 May 2019

5 September 2019, 7pm Chipping Barnet Library 3 Stapylton Rd, Barnet EN5 4QT 10AM, Thursday 29 August 2019

4 March 2020, 7pm Chipping Barnet Library 3 Stapylton Rd, Barnet EN5 4QT 10AM, Wednesday 25 February 2020

http://barnet.moderngov.co.uk/mgEPetitionDisplay.aspx?ID=500000082&RPID=645366337&HPID=645366337
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